About Racist groups in Sweden

In 1997 MTV Europe did a survey of Sweden's youth and found that 60% of Sweden's youth admitted to carrying out some form of racial abuse.

Sweden's Nazis are highly inspired by racist magazines from Germany and the UK. These magazines blame the Jews and foreigners for Sweden's bad economic situation. They say that the only way to combat this is to pick up arms and fight the war against the Jews and other perceived enemies.

Note: This is a short essay about some of the groups and does not claim to be a complete investigation or anything, due to limited time…

The organisations and activists

The total estimates of Sweden's nazi activists are at 100-150 hard core extremists and several thousands of members and sympathisers.

Some of the known groups, these are probably the largest:

Parliamentary groups…

Nordiska Rikspartiet (NRP, Nordic Reich Party), is an old-style national socialist party established in 1956, and is headed by Göran and Vera Oredsson. It has an estimated membership of 300. In the past, the NRP were often connected to neo-Nazi violence and harassment. Historically the NRP's importance lay in its bridging the gap between the older and younger generations drawn to neo-Nazism in the 1980s. During 1996 the group's only consistent activity was to publish the quarterly magazines Nordisk Kamp (Nordic Struggle) and Nordiska Rikspartiet (Nordic Reich Party), and the irregular Solhjulet (Sunwheel). 

Sverigedemokraterna, The Swedish Democrats, is a political party a long way to the right on the political scale whose programme includes opposition to non-European immigration and homosexuality. Many SD activists have ties with the NS Movement. The leader, Mikael Jansson, is a former active member of the mainstream Centre Party. During 1996, the SD went through several power struggles. 

The current membership of the party is unknown, although earlier counts estimated between 1,000 and 2,000 members. It is likely that the party has partially lost its core due to decreasing activity, competition from the new party Hembygdspartiet/ The Conservative Party and individual members leaving the SD for more radical groups. 

The Swedish Democrats are holding seven seats in the local councils of Dals-Ed (one) and Höör (two), Haninge (two), Sölvesborg (one) and Trollhättan (two).

SD used to maintain regular contacts with several far-right and neo-Nazi organisations in Europe, among them the German Republikaner, whose leader, Franz Schönhuber, spoke at an SD election meeting in Stockholm in 1991, and Le Pen's Front national, in particular its youth movement.

Founded as Hembygdspartiet in April 1995, Konservativa Partiet, The Conservative Party, is a splinter group of the old SD, including members Leif Zeilon, Leif Larsson and the former leader Tommy R. Rydén. Rydén was appointed as party leader in 1996. The Hembygdspartiet's membership is estimated to be between 100 and 200. 

The once successful rightist populist party Ny Demokrati, New Democracy, lost its parliamentary representation in the 1994 elections. The downfall of the ND, which is openly hostile towards refugees and immigrants (especially Muslims), is attributable not only to parliamentary failure but also to the internal strife that beset the party in 1994.

Det nya partiet, The New Party, founded by the same man who founded New Democracy, Ian Wachtmeister. The New Party is, just like New Democracy, hostile against immigrants, homosexuals and women.

Non-parliamentary groups…

Nationalsocialistisk Front, National Socialist Front, is with its, approximately, more than 400 members one of the largest organisations in Sweden that openly show their hate of other “races”. 

NSF consists of eight local organisations, and minor contact groups in several towns in Sweden. Every year NSF throw parties when hundreds of activists gather to celebrate the birth of Adolf Hitler, who has the same initials as the NSF leader Anders Högström.

Vitt ariskt motstånd (VAM, White Aryan Resistance) was promoted during the years 1991-93 as the nucleus of an ”Aryan revolution” despite the fact that it was never a formal organization and had no formal leader. The name was adopted by activists to a large extent due to sensationalism in the media. VAM activists have been sentenced for a number of violent crimes including: three cases of murder (in 1985, 1986 and 1990); several armed robberies; burglaries in military arms depots; and violent assaults. The last issue of VAM's magazine Storm was published in April 1993. 

Riksfronten (Reich Front) is a neo-Nazi organization with an estimated 300 members. In 1995 the group underwent structural changes and replaced its magazine, Rikslarm (Reich Alarm), with Den svenske folksocialisten (The Swedish Folk Socialist), named after one of the most important Nazi publications of the 1940s. The group's headquarters were transferred to the town of Fagersta, under the leadership of Per Öberg. 

Kreativistens Kyrka (KK/COTC, Church of the Creator) was the Swedish branch of the US organization COTC, neither of which is active today. However, KK leader Tommy R. Rydén continues to be one of the most important ideologues of the Swedish neo-Nazi movement. In 1996 he appeared for a short period as one of the editors of Nordland (and is also on the editorial board of Grindvakten (see above)). Rydén also created the De Vries Institute, which operates as a mail-order firm

Werwolf is a small, clandestine organization probably consisting of core activists from the west of Sweden. It is likely that Werwolf is the Swedish component of the (international) neo-Nazi terrorist group International Anti-AFA (IAA). At the centre of Werwolf's ideology is the fight against ”race and national traitors”, persons perceived by the organization as working for the interests of the ”Zionist occupation government”. In October 1995, Werwolf distributed a ”death list” with the names, addresses and phone numbers of 300 Swedish citizens, which among others, included members of the Swedish parliament. In 1996 Werwolf appeared with its own site on the Internet.

Nordland, nazi-magazine, internet service and recordcompany.

Motstånd, Resistance, Internet service with loads of propaganda and links to organisations such as Nysvenska rörelsen, Sveriges Nationella Förbund, Nationalsocialistisk Front and NSDAP (Hitlers former party!)

The crimes

Sweden's neo-Nazis have often had trouble with the law, they are well known for comitting crimes, either in ideological or other purposes. Including murder, violent assaults, armed robbery and a incident of burglary at a Swedish military arms depot.

Perhaps the most known crimes is the brutal murders of John Hron and two police officers.

August 17 1995, John Hron was brutally attacked and tortured over several hours by the Ingetorpslake, by Nazi Skins. He later died after being thrown into a lake. 

After an armed robbery at a bank three young men, at least two; Tony Olsson and Jackie Arklöv, are members of NSF, shot two policemen in the back of their heads with thier own guns.

The Music

Some years ago Sweden became the European leader in neo-Nazi skinhead music. At one time there were as many as 1,000 skinheads in Stockholm alone, although during 1996 this number diminished and the movement ceased to be visible. Since 1992, seventy-eight CDs have been produced by twenty Swedish bands. The majority of the thirty active bands are from central Sweden and include, for example, Storm, Odium, Totenkopf, Division S, Spandau and Vit Aggression. Exceptions are Svastika, from Linköping, and Tors Mannar from Gävle. 

Most of the CDs were ordered through Ragnarock Records, managed by Swedish right-winger Per Jönsson. Towards the end of 1996, Jönsson was charged with several offences relating to incitement of racial hatred in producing a CD by the Swedish White Power band Pluton Svea. Many bands are manufactured by well-known mainstream companies, such as DADC in Austria (owned by Sony), the Taiwanese company Ritek and the US companies Eastern Standard and Nimbus Manufacturing. The Swedish company AB (DCM) has also pressed White Power CDs on the Ultima Thule label.

Sweden's biggest-ever White Power concert was staged in Norrköping on 3 February 1996, when 800 neo-Nazis from Sweden and abroad (Norway, Finland, Denmark, England, Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, Italy and France) heard two Swedish bands, Vit Aggression and Heysel, and Brutal Attack, an English band. The main organisers were Nordland and a local neo-Nazi group in Linköping. The concert, at which Nazi flags and swastika symbols were displayed, was held at Albrektshalle, a  community-owned building. The police were present but passive, although a number of arrests for drunken behaviour were made. 

In October a concert was arranged in Solna outside Stockholm, at which about 300 people from Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Finland, the USA, Germany and Holland took part. The band Heysel from Sweden played as well as Brutal Attack and Australian band Fortress. 

In January 1998 a new concert was planned in the Stockholm area, and about 1500 visitors were expected. The place where the concert was to be held was not determined until the same day. But anti-racists, politicians and others did their best to stop it, organising demonstrations and spreading information. And as the british band Brutal Attack (i think, can't remember exactly) arrived in Sweden they did not get past the border, and was sent back home. The concert organisers and visitors were followed by anti-racists and since they no longer were welcome at any of the conert locals they had reserved, the trip ended at a pizzeria in Stockholm.

